
Supportiveness of the environment for Children’s overall development
How are adults meeting their obligations to children?

A child rights framework

National
Key Q.
Is the government demonstrating support for programs ensuring young 
children’s rights through policy and budget decisions?

District
Key Q. 
Is there adequate support (both government and NGO) at district level?

Community
Key Q.
Is the community and its local institutions supportive of children’s 
overall development?

Family
Key Q.
Are families  providing a supportive home environment for 
their children’s overall development?

Child

(healthy, well nourished, active, sense of self-worth, gets on well with others, 
expresses self, learns enthusiastically )

Child Status
- psycho-social
- health/nutrition

e.g.s of indicators
- weight for age
- incidence of illness
- capabilities/  developmental status

- cognitive/language
- social
- physical

- school enrolment & retention

P 
 O

  L
 I 

 T
  I

  C
  A

  L
    

 W
  I

  L
  L

BUDGET ALLOCATIONS,  E
XPENDITURE

- policy - level of support 

% of gov. 
expenditure 

allocated to: 

- MCH- education
- ECD

- ECD posts
- bodies with 
specific child 
rights 
responsibilities 
- holistic 
approaches

- expenditure on 
ECD (including 
MCH, parenting 
& center-based 
programs)
- inclusion of 
children’s issues 
in community/ 
local gov. 
meetings
- decisions 
indicating concern 
for children’s 
“best interests”

expenditure per 
young child as % 
of family income

S O C I O  - E C O N O M I C  C O N D I T I O N S

Do family conditions support an enabling environment for 
children?
- food security
- water/sanitation
- family structure &decision-making
- land holding

Health Center
- adequate facilities   

equipment, medicines
ECCD centers
- adequate space to play
- light
- airy
- clean
- learning materials

- IMR/CMR
- nutrition
- adult literacy rate (disaggregated male/female)
- primary school enrolment (disaggregated male/female)
- GNP
- Media - ownership of radio/TV 

- MCH programs
- immunization 
rates
- CDD/ARI out 
reach

I N T E R A C T I O N S

Schools
- transition programs/ 
special attention for 
children entering 
grade 1

Health Centers

Do interactions support 
children’s overall 
development?
(vast range of poss. 
Indicators) 
e.g. 
- exclusive breast-
feeding for 1st 
4 months

Do centers foster   
children’s overall 
(physical, social, 
emotional, 
cognitive) 
development? 

Are there adequate training and 
support systems?
(government & NGO)
- regular training
- on-going back-up support to 
ECD personnel.

e.g.
• developmentally 
approp.child-centered

- opportunities for play, interactions with adults 
& children, exploration of a variety of materials

• teacher/child ratios

• Supportive, nurturing environment- secure atmosphere in which children’s efforts are appreciated & encouraged.
- no physical punishment, humiliation etc.- health care 

- no gender disparities in feeding children
- equal importance 
given to girls & boys health, play & education

- enrollments in :

- ECD programs 

for 3-5 year old

- parenting/ 

caregiving
programs

• inclusive
(gender, ethnicity, caste, 
religion,disability)
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ECD Centers

• relevant
- strong connections 
with school & homes
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Key Q.
Is the child developing well?


