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Early Childhood Counts

2-7—The Status of Children

HEALTH AND NUTRITION INDICATORS

� Low birth weight (%)
� Infant Mortality Rate (IMR)
� Under Five Mortality Rate (U5MR)
� Malnutrition
� Levels of micronutrients
� Morbidity 
� Immunization rates
� Access to Safe Water

CHILD DEVELOPMENT

� Motor development: large muscle (running, jumping) and small muscle (drawing,
manipulating objects)

� Cognitive development: pre-literacy and pre-numeracy skills
� Language development: receptive (what children understand) and productive 

(what children are able to say)
� Social development: peer relationships and adult/child relationships
� Emotional development: self esteem
� Life skills: problem solving, thinking, reasoning

PROGRESS AND PERFORMANCE IN SCHOOL

� Participation in preschool - overall, by sex
� Language spoken at home
� Primary school 
� Enrollment rates - overall and by sex
� Repetition rates - overall and by sex
� Dropout rates in grades 1 and 2 - overall and by sex
� Average number of years required to complete primary school
� Secondary school enrollment rates - overall, by sex
� Enrollment in non-formal Education - overall, by sex

1 Early Childhood Counts: Programming Resources for Early Childhood Care and Development.
CD-ROM. The Consultative Group on ECCD. Washington D.C.: World Bank, 1999.


